Journal of the Department of Agriculture,
Western Australia, Series 4
Volume 3
Number 8 1962

Article 5

1-1-1962

Rearing healthy calves
Department of Agriculture, Western Australia

Follow this and additional works at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4
Part of the Dairy Science Commons, and the Other Nutrition Commons

Recommended Citation
Department of Agriculture, Western Australia (1962) "Rearing healthy calves," Journal of the Department of
Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 4: Vol. 3: No. 8, Article 5.
Available at: https://researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au/journal_agriculture4/vol3/iss8/5

This article is brought to you for free and open access by the Agriculture at Digital Library. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Journal of the Department of Agriculture, Western Australia, Series 4 by an authorized administrator of
Digital Library. For more information, please contact library@dpird.wa.gov.au.

ON THE DAIRY FARM

REARING
HEALTHY
CALVES
Calves must have ample fresh clean water to drink at
all times

OW is the time to consider some form of grazing management and supplementary
feeding for early born calves, especially in the butterfat zone. The calves are now
N
two to three months old and beginning to forage for themselves, This can be a critical
period in their development.
Rumination:
Calves begin to ruminate or "chew the
cud" when they are about seven to ten
days old. Crushed, or preferably rolled
grain and hay can then be introduced into
their ration.

Hay:
Good quality hay should be given ad-lib
to calves when they begin to show interest
in grazing. An excellent method of feeding hay is in a movable shed. This gives
shelter in the winter and provides dry hay
in a rack at one end of the shed.
If the shed is floorless it can be moved
behind a tractor to a clean area as the
ground becomes fouled.

Grain Feeding:
Green feed plus skim milk is a protein
rich diet, and grain should be fed to provide carbohydrate and balance the ration. Water:
This ensures more efficient use of the
Water is necessary for rumination, even
skim milk ration.
when the calf is receiving milk twice a
Grain can be fed as a gruel, but is easier day. Supplies of clean water should always
to feed dry in shallow covered troughs in be on hand for the calves.
the paddock.
A handful of the mixture smeared on Rotation:
Calves must be rotated in pasture padthe muzzle at feeding will soon give the
docks and not left too long in one area.
calves a taste for the dry meal.
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